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On behalf of all of us 
at the Bedford County 
Sheriff’s office, I hope 
you and your family 
enjoyed your summer, 
despite some record 
high temperatures 
recorded in certain 
areas.

I want you to know 
public safety is our 
number one priority at 

my sheriff’s office.  That’s why I’m grateful for the 
continued feedback of Bedford County residents like 
you on such critical issues as public safety, crime 
prevention, and other law enforcement-related issues 
in our state.  

As I mentioned in this newsletter, aggressive and 
distracted driving poses a public safety threat on our 
roadways.  And so I encourage you to speak with 
your children and grandchildren about the dangers 
of aggressive driving and remind them that drivers 
face big penalties and demerit points if cited.

On behalf of everyone here at the Bedford County 
Sheriff’s Office, we greatly appreciate the partnership 
of citizens like you in making sure our Commonwealth 
is a great place to live, work, and learn.

Thank you again for all you do to support us!

Sincerely,

Sheriff Michael J. Brown 
1345 Falling Creek Road 
Bedford, VA 24523 
(540) 586-4800

We Want to Hear from You ...

! 951 East Byrd Street, Suite 905
Richmond, Virginia 23219

( (804) 225-7152 phone

4 (804) 225-7162 fax

: vsavsi@virginiasheriffs.org

The VSI solicits articles and comments from associate members of the Virginia 
Sheriffs’ Institute for inclusion in this newsletter.  Articles and comments 
should be directed to:  John W. Jones, Executive Director, Virginia Sheriffs’ 
Institute, 951 East Byrd Street, Suite 905, Richmond, Virginia 23219, or phone 
(804) 225-7152.

VSI MEMBERS SPEAK OUT 
ABOUT PUBLIC SAFETY 
CONCERNS
We recently asked you and thousands of other VSI 
supporters across the Commonwealth to participate 
in our Public Safety Issues Survey and to give us your 
opinions on such critical issues as public safety, crime 
prevention, and other law enforcement-related issues 
in Virginia.  Here are the results:

• 68% of respondents answered “YES” to whether
they felt the law enforcement community is at a
greater risk this year than in previous years.

• 48% of respondents oppose abolishing fees some
localities collect for concealed carry permits.

• 78% of respondents support legislation that
allows certain nonviolent offenders to serve
their sentences on weekends so they can
maintain a job.

• 79% of respondents believe criminals should
have their property and cash that was used to
commit a crime forfeited to law enforcement
agencies.

• 79% of respondents believe fines from traffic
violators should revert to local government to
reduce or offset local tax rates.

As always, your feedback plays an important role 
in helping Bedford County Sheriff’s office improve 
public safety efforts in your community.
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“IF YOU SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING”
At a time when citizens and law enforcement 
officers in Bedford County and all across 
our state are deeply concerned about 
the threat of terrorism and violence in 
our communities, it’s important to know 
that we all play a role in protecting our 
communities and our families.

Of course the best advice is to be aware 
of your surroundings, especially if you’re 
taking public transportation or at a public 
event with large crowds.  If there’s an 
ongoing emergency, call 9-1-1, and if you 
do see something suspicious, call Bedford 
County Sheriff’s Office and provide the 
following information:

• Brief description of the activity

• Date, time, and location of the activity

• Physical identifiers of anyone you
observed

• Description of vehicles

• Information about where people
involved in suspicious activities may
have gone

Common sense is always our best guide.  So 
if you find yourself in a situation where you 
don’t feel comfortable, move or leave.  For 
a building that you frequent, learn where 
the emergency exits are and plan how you 
would exit in the case of an emergency.

Given the increased public interest in 
supporting law enforcement officers 
killed or injured in the line of duty, 
the Better Business Bureau (BBB) is 
warning Bedford County residents 
about organizations who engage in 
questionable fundraising efforts.  Here 
are a couple of tips the BBB offers to 
ensure your generous contributions are 
actually helping victims and families of 
law enforcement officers:

• Watch out for misleading police
organization names.

• Be wary of excessive pressure to
give — visit Give.org or local BBBs

to check out any charity before you 
donate.

• Be cautious of crowdfunding sites
since there’s not much vetting of
posted requests for donations, and
gifts may not be tax deductible.

• Watch out for vague program
descriptions.

The Virginia Sheriffs’ Institute is 
proud to receive the BBB’s official 
“seal of approval,” which indicates 
that VSI has met all 20 BBB Standards.  
Please remember, the Virginia Sheriffs’ 
Institute never asks for donations by 
telephone.

DRUG TAKE-BACK DAY

Virginia’s next drug take-back day will take place on 
October 22, 2016 between 10:00 am-2:00 pm.  This 
state-wide event is an effort to prevent prescription 
drug abuse in our communities, including Bedford 
County, and to keep trace drugs out of our lakes and 
streams, since wastewater treatment plants cannot 
remove many compounds found in medications.  

A few things to keep in mind if you would like 
to participate: 1) It’s anonymous and free; 2) 
prescription and over-the-counter medications 
will be accepted; and 3) Please do not give 
intravenous solutions, injectables, or needles.

Drug take-back days are important because our 
state, along with many others across the country, 
is experiencing an opioid epidemic.  Drug overdose 
is the leading cause of accidental death in the U.S. 
and opioid addiction is driving this epidemic.  Most 
people who abuse prescription painkillers indicate 
that they obtained the prescription drugs from 
friends or relatives for free.

Residents in communities all across Virginia, 
including Bedford County, are urged to find out if 
their community is participating in a prescription 
drug take-back event and if so to drop off their 
unused, unwanted, or expired medications for safe 
disposal at their local law enforcement agencies.

BBB WARNS AGAINST 
FUNDRAISING SCAMS FOR 
LAW ENFORCEMENT

From September 11-13, more than 500 sheriffs, deputies, exhibitors, and guests attended the 2016 
Virginia Sheriffs’ Association Annual Conference held in Fairfax County, Virginia.  

Conference attendees benefited from a great program which featured an array of speakers relating 
to criminal justice, cultural diversity, legal issues, and sheriff’s office management.  It also offered 
plenty of networking activities available to sheriffs and attendees, and exhibits displayed the latest 
in services and technology.

Many thanks to our Associate Members for making our 2016 annual conference — our Association’s 
largest annual event — a resounding success!

LIKE THE VIRGINIA 
SHERIFFS’ INSTITUTE 

ON FACEBOOK!
The Virginia Sheriffs’ Institute 

would really appreciate  
your “electronic approval”!   
Please visit our Facebook  
page today and like us at  
www.facebook.com/
vasheriffsinstitute!

TIPS TO REFRAIN FROM 
AGGRESSIVE DRIVING

Law enforcement officers throughout the Commonwealth are 
getting tough on aggressive driving, which includes running 
red lights and stop signs, unsafe lane changes, tailgating and 
speeding — all of which will get you pulled over.  Drivers cited 
with aggressive driving face big penalties and demerit points.

Here are a few tips to help keep our roads safe:

• Always allow extra time and keep a safe distance from the
vehicle in front of you.

• Always signal your intentions to other drivers when turning
and changing lanes.

• Always come to a complete stop at stop signs and red
light – and don’t run yellow lights.

• Let other drivers merge with you.

• Obey posted speed limits.

• Avoid distractions, including your cell phone and stereo.

• Use your horn sparingly and never engage in inappropriate
or rude faces or gestures.

• Extend common courtesy to other drivers at all times.

VSA 2016 ANNUAL FALL CONFERENCE RECAP
Former New Kent County Sheriff F.W. “Wakie” Howard, Jr. received the Lifetime 
Achievement Award, which was presented during the 2016 Governor’s Transportation 
Safety Awards.  Governor Terry McAuliffe and Department of Motor Vehicles 
Commissioner Richard Holcomb were on hand to present the award to Sheriff Howard 
for outstanding service during his 36-year tenure in New Kent County.

Sheriff Howard was first elected sheriff in 1979 and throughout his career he served on numerous local, state, and national 
safety committees.  He was a strong supporter of transportation safety in Virginia and testified numerous times before the 
General Assembly on this important topic.

FORMER SHERIFF RECEIVES LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
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